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MARIAN LIBRARY RECEIVES GIFT
TO EXPAND WORLD'S LARGEST COLLECTION
DAYTON, Ohio-- A retired industrial engineer in Oklahoma City with a devotion to
the Virgin Mary has left in his will more than $400,000 and a collection of Marian artifacts
to the Marian Library on the University of Dayton campus.
It's a windfall for the Marian Library, which holds the world's largest and most
comprehensive collection of printed materials on Mary. The gift is more than 10 times larger
than any other individual donation in the library's 50-year history.
Arthur W. Clinton Jr., who graduated from. UD with a bachelor's degree in business in
~

1953, also left $260,000 to the Mariological Society of America, based at the Marian Library.
The 61-year-old bachelor, a former senior industrial engineer for AT&T Technologies, died
suddenly last August from a chronic respiratory illness.
The bequest to the Marian Library will become part of an endowment providing funds
for th~e purchase of Marian books and other printed materials. The funds left to the
Mariological Society of America, a Catholic theological association dedicated to studying the
Virgin Mary, will be used to provide scholarships to doctoral students anywhere in the world
writing dissertations on Marian topics and financial assistance to post-doctoral students
working on Marian projects.
~Arthur

Clinton was a very devoted, religious man committed to spreading devotion to

Mary," said the Rev. Thonus Thompson, S.M., director of the Marian Library. "Although he
was a very generous contributor to the Mariological Society over the years, giving $1,000 or
$2,000 annually, he had never given anything to the Marian Library. .He called me on the
phone once and seemed almost apologetic and said he would give the residual amount in his
will, that not designated to anything else, to the Marian Library."
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The residual amount amounted to the biggest portion of Clinton's ' estate, valued at
nearly $900,000. He also left St. Eugene's Catholic Church in Oklahoma City, where he
usually ushered at the 9:30a.m. Sunday Mass, more than $100,000 and a smaller, undisclosed
amount to the Carmel of St. Joseph, a convent of cloistered sisters in Oklahoma City.

Those who knew Clinton describe him as "very quiet," "religious" but, most of all,
"shy"--someone who would collect soup can labels for schoolchildren in his parish, but never
attended a church supper. He loved to travel, picking up Marian art from all over the world.
The Marian Library's collection now includes Clinton's oil paintings, mosaics, porcelain
statues, stamps, even emergency currency issued in Germany after World War I and Marian
labels on "Liebfraumilch," a German wine known as "the Virgin's milk."
Alexander H. McPhee Jr., Clinton's first cousin who graduated in 1970 from UD with
a degree in mechanical engineering, said Clinton enjoyed "a long connection with the
Marianists." Clinton was a long-time friend of the Rev. Richard Dombro, S.M., who taught

~

at his high school in Brooklyn before joining UD's philosophy faculty. On his calendar in his
Oklahoma City townhouse, Clinton had marked the anniversary of Dombro's death.
Laura Bilodeau, a secretary at St. Eugene's parish of 1,000 families, remembers
registering Clinton at the church in 1978. "He was extremely devoted to his mother as well
as the Virgin Mary," she said. "After his mother died of Alzheimer's disease about three
years ago, he had .100 Masses a year said for her. He was just a very kind person and very
generous."
That generosity will allow the Marian Library to continue to build its world-renowned
collection, established almost entirely through donations, according to Thompson, who's
writing..il history of the library in commemoration of its 50th anniversary this October.
"As former President Father Raymond Roesch once remarked, the Marian Library was
not born with a silver spoon in its mouth, but it does have a multitude of friends," Thompson
said.
-30For interviews, contact the Rev. Thomas Thompson, S.M., director of the Marian Library, at
(513) 229-4252.

